FRENCH 
REVOLUTION 1789.

Part
X.

Reign Of Terror.

Reign of Terror, also called The Terror,French La Terreur, the period of theFrench Revolution from September 5, 1793, to July 27, 1794…. “Terror” the order of the day…. During the Terror, the Committee of Public Safety (of which Maximilien de Robespierre was the most prominent member) exercised virtual dictatorial control over the French government… During the Reign of Terror, at least 300,000 suspects were arrested; 17,000 were officially executed, and perhaps 10,000 died in prison or without trial.

Source: www.britanica.com 


Source :www.slidego.com
Pie Graph showing executions during the Reign Of Terror.  
The Law Of Suspects called for immediate detention of anyone in one of the six categories. Anything from hoarding grain, harboring suspects, eveding the levee en masse ( conscription ), possessing subversive documents, even speaking critically of the government could lead to a charge. Arrests and Trails were conducted by the Revolutionary Tribunals, which were expanded and given new legal authorities.

Key Points Of The Reign Of Terror:

· The Reign Of Terror was the most violent phase of the French Revolution, a year long period between the summers of 1793 to 1794. During this time some 50,000 French citizens were executed.

· Historians are divided about the onset and causes of the Terror, however the revolutionary war, fear of foreign invasion, rumours about counter-revolutionary activity, assassination plots and 

· Zealots within the government were all contributing factors.

· The seven week period between the June 10th and the fall of Robespierre in July 27th  became known as the Great Terror.
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The purifying pot of Jacobins, a visual depiction of the Law Of Suspects.
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Mass killings in Nantes in 1793.
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Louis XVI was escaping with his family when he was caught and brought to the gullitone for execution.

[image: image4.jpg]



Source: www.history.com 

A depiction of Louis XVI’s execution publicly.
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Execution of Robepierrie. 
Additional Reading: 

www.mytholyoke.com, www.historytoday.com  
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